AN INDEPENDENT AFFILIATE OF THE KENNEDY KRIEGER INSTITUTE

HELPING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Every child is born with great potential.

Shouldn’t every child have the chance to achieve it?




For more than 25 years PACT: Helping Children with
Special Needs, an independent affiliate of the Kennedy
Krieger Institute, has promoted the development of
children with special needs and their families through
programs providing comprehensive assessments, early
intervention services, family support services, parent
education, counseling, specialized child care, and

professional training.

PACT: Helping Children with Special Needs is an impact
partner of the United Way of Central Maryland.
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PACT is committed to providing outstanding, state-of-the-art
services for more than 1,000 children and families each year
through our five programs: World of Care, the Comprehensive
Therapy Center, the Inclusive Child Care Training Program,

Growing Together, and the Therapeutic Nurseries.

Through ongoing staff training and continuous interactions with
other providers, PACT keeps abreast of the latest techniques

for helping children with special needs. PACT has taken a lead-
ership role in the field by designing and implementing programs

not duplicated anywhere in the Baltimore metropolitan region.

Who We Serve

Each year, PACT makes a significant impact
on the lives of young children with special
needs and their families, including but not
limited to children with:

* Cerebral palsy

* Heart and breathing problems
e Autism spectrum disorders
* Speech language disorders
* Physical/motor disabilities

¢ Down syndrome

* Seizure disorders

* Spina bifida

* Severe food allergies

* Juvenile diabetes

* Feeding disorders

* Attachment disorders

* Sensory processing disorder
* Developmental delays

¢ Intellectual disabilities






Our Programs
We offer innovative programs in a nurturing, family-focused environment.

These include the following:

World of Care 1s the only child care center in Central Maryland

designed to care for children under the age of five whose medical
needs require daily nursing interventions. The program is staffed by
nurses, social workers, therapists, and highly trained child care workers.
World of Care offers family counseling to help parents cope with the
challenges of raising a child with significant medical needs. The center
also provides service coordination to assist families in transitioning

their children to school or other settings.

The Comprehensive Therapy Center provides evaluations and physi-
cal, occupational, and speech/language therapy for children ages
six weeks and up. The program also provides counseling and assis-
tance in finding school programs and other resources for children, as
needed. In addition, the center provides assessments and therapies in

community-based settings.

Growing Together provides training and support to parents with intellectual
disabilities who have children under age three. The only program of its type
in Maryland, Growing Together also monitors the developmental progress
of the children and provides therapy through the Comprehensive Therapy

Center, as needed.

The Therapeutic Nursery is the only child care and Early Head Start program
in Baltimore specifically designed for infants and toddlers whose families
are living in homeless shelters. PACT also has a second nursery, Family
Roots, for infants and toddlers and their parents who were homeless but
are now living in the community. In addition to developmental screenings
and therapies, both programs also offer a mental health component designed
to strengthen families and promote parent-child bonding. Staff from these
programs also offer training to other organizations that serve children who

are at high risk for developing emotional and developmental disabilities.

The Inclusive Child Care Training
Program provides training, consul-
tation, and mentoring to child care
providers to help them include children
with special needs in their programs.
This initiative is designed to increase
the number of high-quality early care
and education programs in Maryland,
and to help ensure that children enter

school fully ready to learn.
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Helping Children
with Special Needs

7000 Tudsbury Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21244
www.PACT.kennedykrieger.org

PACT's mission is to promote the development of children with special needs and their families through programs providing
comprehensive assessments, early intervention services, family support services, parent education, counseling, specialized

child care, and professional training.




